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Health  Department, 

Council  Offices, 

Felling-on-Tyne. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
Felling  Urban  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1949. 

The  birth-rate  was  slightly  lower  than  last  year,  being  19-23  as 
against  19-5  per  1,000  registered  live  births. 

The  death-rate  showed  a slight  decrease,  being  12-27  compared 
with  12-5  in  1948. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  showed  a further  improvement, 
being  26-58  per  1,000  live  births  against  36-5  in  1948. 

No  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified. 

The  number  of  scarlet  fever  cases  notified  showed  a considerable 
decline,  being  24  as  compared  with  47  the  previous  year. 

The  housing  situation  is  by  far  the  worst  problem  we  have  to 
deal  with  in  this  area.  A great  many  houses  in  Felling  are  so  old 
and  dilapidated  that  it  is  impossible  to  do  very  much  with  them. 
Many  of  them  are  literally  falling  to  pieces.  Clearance  areas  and 
demolition  orders  are  the  only  solution. 

I wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of  recording  my  grateful 
appreciation  for  the  assistance  I have  received  from  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee,  and  also  from  the  Staff  of 
the  Health  Department,  and  my  fellow  officials. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  D.  MILLAR,  M.B.,  B.S.,  B.Hy.  (Durh.),  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A. 


Statistics  of  the  Area 

x^rea  of  District  3,405  acres 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (at  end  of  1949  according 

to  rate  books)  ....  7,098 

Rateable  Value  (1st  April,  1949)  £109,407 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  £400 

Estimated  Resident  Population  (mid- 1949)  25,420 
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Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 


Live  Births — - 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate  .... 

469 

231 

238 

Illegitimate .... 

20 

11 

9 

489 

242 

247 

Still  Births — 

Legitimate  ... 

5 

3 

2 

Illegitimate .... 

1 

1 

Deaths  .... 

312 

161 

151 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  of 
the  estimated  resident 
population,  19-23. 


Rate  per  1,000  total 
(live  and  still)  births, 
19-47. 


Death-rate  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated  resi- 
dent population,  12-27 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  (Headings  29  and  30  of  the  Registrar- 


General’s  Short  List) — 


No.  29 — Puerperal  Sepsis 


Rate  per  1,000 


Deaths  total  (live  and 

still)  births 

0 0 


No.  30 — Other  Maternal  causes 


0 0 


0 


0 


Death-rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age — 

Ail  Infants,  per  1,000  live  births  26-58 

Legitimate  Infants,  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births....  27-71 
Illegitimate  Infants,  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births....  — 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

„ Measles  (all  ages)  

„ Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .... 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 


49 

0 

0 

2 


55 
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Vital  Statistics 

Births. 

The  birth-rate  in  1949  was  19-23.  The  total  number  of  births 
was  489,  of  which  242  were  males  and  247  females. 

The  birth-rate  of  Felling  compared  with  the  rest  of  the  country 
generally  was  as  follows  : — 

England  and  Wales  16-7 

126  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns....  18-7 

148  Smaller  Towns  18-0 

London  Administrative  County  18-5 

Felling  Urban  District  19-23 


Still  Births. 

The  number  of  still  births  in  the  district  was  6,  and  compared 
with  the  country  generally  was  as  follows  : — 

England  and  Wales  ....  0-39 

126  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns....  0-47 

148  Smaller  Towns  0-4 

London  Administrative  County  ....  ....  0-37 

Felling  Urban  District  0-23 


Deaths. 

The  death-rate  in  1949  was  12-27,  as  compared  with  12-5  in 
1948.  The  following  figures  show  the  comparison  with  the  rest  of 
the  country  : — 

England  and  Wales  11-7 

126  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns....  12-5 

148  Smaller  Towns  11-6 

London  — — 12-2 

Felling  Urban  District  ....  12-27 
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The  statistics  regarding  causes  of  death,  supplied  by  the 
Registrar- General,  classified  according  to  sex  and  the  36  divisions 
of  the  Register-General’s  Short  List  of  Causes,  are  set  out  below. 


Causes  of  Death  in  Felling  Urban  District,  1949. 


Causes  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

All  Causes  . . 

161 

151 

1 Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

0 

0 

2 Cerebro-spinal  fever 

0 

0 

3 Scarlet  fever 

0 

0 

4 Whooping  Cough 

0 

0 

5 Diphtheria 

0 

0 

6 Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

11 

6 

7 Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

1 

1 

8 Syphilitic  diseases 

1 

0 

9 Influenza . . 

3 

1 

10  Measles  . . 

0 

0 

11  Acute  Polio  myelitis  and  Polio  encephalitis  . . 

0 

0 

12  Acute  infantile  encephalitis 

0 

0 

13  Cancer,  of  buc  : cav  : and  oesop  : (Al)  uterus  (F)  . . 

1 

3 

14  Cancer  of  Stomach  and  duodenum 

9 

4 

15  Cancer  of  breast 

0 

1 

16  Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

23 

8 

17  Diabetes  . . 

0 

4 

18  Intracranial  vascular  lesions 

17 

22 

19  Heart  disease 

40 

43 

20  Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system  . . 

3 

11 

21  Bronchitis 

14 

6 

22  Pneumonia 

7 

2 

23  Other  respiratory  diseases 

0 

3 

24  Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  duodenum 

0 

1 

25  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years) 

0 

2 

26  Appendicitis 

0 

0 

27  Other  digestive  diseases 

0 

3 

28  Nephritis 

8 

4 

29  Puerperal  and  post-abortive  sepsis 

0 

0 

30  Other  maternal  causes 

0 

0 

3 1 Premature  Birth . . 

1 

3 

32  Con.  mal ; birth  injuries,  infant,  dis. 

4 

3 

33  Suicide  . . .... 

2 

1 

34  Road  traffic  accidents  . . 

2 

0 

35  Other  violent  causes 

2 

2 

36  All  other  causes 

12 

17 

TREATMENT  CENTRES  AND  CLINICS. 
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SECTION  B. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services 

for  the  Area 

Laboratory  Facilities 

Bacteriological  examinations  are  carried  out  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 


Ambulance  Facilities 

Two  ambulance  depots,  one  at  Washington  and  the  other  at 
Hebburn,  serve  the  urban  district  of  Felling.  Ambulances  are 
summoned  by  telephone. 


Hospital  Services 

There  are  no  hospitals  within  the  area.  Hospitals  outside  of 
the  district,  which  are  made  use  of  for  the  treatment  of  medical  and 
surgical  cases  are  : — 

Royal  Victoria  Infirmary,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 

Newcastle  General  Hospital. 

Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases,  Walker  Gate. 

Fleming  Memorial  Hospital,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 

Princess  Mary  Maternity  Hospital,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 
Eye  Infirmary,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 

Children’s  Hospital,  Gateshead. 

High  Teams  Hospital,  Gateshead. 

Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  Sheriff  Hill. 

Queen  Elizabeth  Hospital,  Sheriff  Hill. 
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SECTION  C. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 

1.  {a)  Water  Supply. 

The  area  is  supplied  with  water  from  the  mains  of  the  Newcastle 
and  Gateshead  Water  Company. 

(i)  The  supply  to  the  area  on  the  whole  is  satisfactory  in  quality 
and  quantity. 

(ii)  Regular  examinations  were  made  of  the  supply. 

(iii)  There  is  little  likelihood  of  plumbo  solvent  action. 

(iv)  No  complaint  of  impure  supply  was  received. 

(v)  With  the  exception  of  (i)  a caravan  dwelling  situated  in  a 
small  disused  quarry  in  the  south-west  part  of  the  area, 
(ii)  a smallholder’s  cottage  situated  on  high  ground  in  the 
south  part  of  the  area,  and  (iii)  in  a Railway  Signalman’s 
Cottage  near  the  southern  boundary,  the  area  is  supplied 
with  water  from  the  mains  of  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead 
Water  Company. 

Qy)  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  Local  Authority  is  constructing  a sewer  in  the  Wardley  area 
to  deal  with  a new  estate  of  424  houses. 

2.  Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  River  Tyne  is  the  only  large  waterway  and  serves  as  a 
common  sewer  for  the  many  townships  along  its  banks.  The  other 
stream  running  through  this  district  is  known  as  the  River  Don. 

3.  (a)  Closet  Accommodation. 

There  are  approximately  7,000  water-closets,  105  ash-closets, 
and  2 ash-middens  in  Felling.  The  number  of  ash-closets  will 
decrease  as  further  clearance  of  unfit  property  takes  place. 

{h)  Public  Cleansing. 

Collection  and  Disposal  of  Refuse,  and  Collection  of  Salvage  is 
carried  out  by  the  Health  Department. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION. 

Refuse  collection  is  carried  out  by  mechanical  transport,  which 
consists  of  three  vehicles,  one  of  9 cubic  yards  capacity  and  two  of 
7 cubic  yards  capacity.  These  vehicles  are  13  years  old  and  all  of 
different  types.  It  was  decided  to  provide  new  vehicles  to  replace 
the  existing  fleet,  these  new  vehicles  to  be  of  the  same  type  and 
capacity,  and  one  of  the  vehicles  was  delivered  near  the  end  of  the 
year.  The  vehicles  are  Karrier  C.K.3  10  cubic  yards  hydraulic 
tippers,  with  an  all-metal  construction. 
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Refuse  collection  will  be  slowed  down  as  new  housing 
estates  are  developed,  as  with  the  present  designs  of  new  dwellings 
the  siting  of  the  bin  is  such  that  in  some  cases  there  is  a carry  of 
approximately  200  yards.  In  this  area  the  bin  is  carried  from  its 
site,  emptied,  and  returned  to  its  site  by  the  binmen. 

A once-weekly  collection  of  house  refuse  is  maintained  through- 
out the  year. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

Refuse  collected  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping.  A disused 
clay  quarry,  situated  in  the  Eleworth  Low  Lanes,  is  being  filled  in 
by  controlled  tipping.  The  longest  haul  is  approximately  two  miles. 
When  this  area  is  completed  it  is  intended  that  it  be  developed  into 
playing  fields. 

GULLY  EMPTYING  AND  STREET  SWEEPING. 

A mechanical  gully  emptier  with  a capacity  of  500  gallons  is  in 
use  in  the  area. 

Street  sweeping  is  carried  out  by  the  gang  method.  A new 
road  sweeper  collector  was  purchased  during  the  year. 

SALVAGE. 

Collection  of  miscellaneous  salvage  materials  is  carried  on,  and 
kitchen  waste  is  collected  separately.  The  communal  bin  system 
is  in  operation.  During  the  year  a personal  pail  scheme  was  tried 
out  in  an  area  of  approximately  370  houses.  It  is  regretted  that,  in 
spite  of  the  utmost  care  taken  in  minimising  costs,  this  scheme  has  not 
been  a financial  success. 

All  kitchen  waste  collected  is  taken  to  the  processing  plant 
under  the  control  of  the  Corporation  of  Newcastle  upcn  Tyne. 

With  the  glut  of  waste  paper  and  the  inability  of  the  mills  to 
take  further  supplies  of  paper,  waste  paper  collection  was  at  a stand- 
still after  the  month  of  June.  The  building  up  of  such  a scheme 
over  the  war  years  resulted  in  a considerable  saving  of  waste  paper, 
and  with  the  discontinuing  of  collection,  should  the  occasion  arise 
when  paper  will  have  to  be  collected  again,  one  will  encounter 
difficulties. 

A limited  market  for  “ selected  ” waste  paper  was  found  near 
the  end  of  the  year. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  salvage  collected  and 
returned  during  the  year  : — 


Tons 

Cwt. 

Qrs. 

r 

s. 

d. 

Waste  Paper  .... 

....  28 

6 

0 

...  125 

18 

9 

Kitchen  Waste.... 

....  107 

8 

0 

...  273 

8 

6 

Rags,  &c. 

....  0 

2 

2 

1 

17 

0 

Metals  

....  0 

1 

2 

1 

18 

0 

Bones  .... 

....  0 

3 

1 

0 

18 

8 

136  1 1 


404  0 11 
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{iv)  Shops  Act. 

Fifty-seven  visits  were  made  during  the  year. 

{v)  Camping  Sites. 

1.  The  number  of  sites  in  the  area  which  were  used  for 

camping  purposes 

2.  Number  of  camping  sites  in  respect  of  which  licences 

have  been  issued  by  L.A.  under  Section  269  P.H.  Act, 

1936 

3.  The  estimated  maximum  number  of  campers  resident  in 

the  area  at  one  time  during  1948  

(vi)  Smoke  Nuisance. 

Nuisance  in  this  district  is  sometimes  caused  by  fumes  discharged 
from  pitheaps.  Two  collieries^ — ^one  situated  in  the  Southward  and 
one  in  the  East  Ward  of  the  district^ — ^have  each  a heap  emitting 
sulphurous  fumes  when  the  wind  is  in  a certain  direction,  and  causes 
discomfort  and  annoyance  to  the  inhabitants  in  this  and  adjoining 
districts. 

{vii)  Swimming  Pools. 

There  are  no  Public  Baths  or  Swimming  Pools  within  the 
Urban  District. 

{viii)  Eradication  of  the  Bed  Bug. 

Council  Houses  Other  Houses 

Number  of  houses  infested  ....  ....  1 ....  7 

All  infested  dwellings  are  sprayed  with  insecticide  containing 
D.D.T.  and/or  Gammexane. 

No  general  disinfestation  scheme  for  Council  houses  and 
removals  to  Council  houses  is  in  force.  On  complaint  of  bug 
infestation,  premises  are  visited  and  treatment  is  carried  out. 

It  has  been  found  that  after  spraying  with  insecticide,  the 
liberation  of  a smoke  containing  D.D.T.  has  had  very  good  results. 

(fx)  Schools. 

The  schools  in  the  area  are  under  the  control  of  the  County 
Council  of  Durham. 

(:>c)  Rodent  Control. 

A rodent  operator  is  employed  by  the  Health  Department. 
Treatment  of  rat  and  mice  infestations  and  sewer  treatments  are 
carried  out  as  prescribed  by  the  methods  suggested  by  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  (Disinfestation  Branch),  and  a close 
liaison  is  maintained  with  the  Divisional  Officers. 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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SECTION  E. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

(a)  Milk  Supply 

There  are  eight  producers  of  milk  in  the  district ; six  produce 
and  retail  ordinary  milk,  one  Accredited  milk,  and  one  Tuberculin 
tested.  Three  wholesale  producers  of  ordinary  milk  are  also 
registered  with  this  authority.  All  cowsheds  and  dairies  were 
inspected  at  intervals  during  the  year  ; 32  inspections  were  made, 
and  10  informal  notices  to  cleanse  and  limewash  premises  were 
served  during  the  year.  All  notices  were  complied  with. 

THE  MILK  (Special  Designation)  ORDER,  1936. 

Description  of  Licence. 

Number 

Issued 

Supplementary  licence  (Pasteurised  milk)  ....  ....  ....  3 

Dealers’  licence  (Pasteurised  milk)  ....  ....  ....  ....  3 

(b)  Meat  and  other  Foods 

There  are  three  licensed  slaughter-houses  in  the  area.  None 
are  in  use  as  all  animals  are  slaughtered  at  the  Government  centralised 
slaughter-house  in  Newcastle.  One  slaughter-house  is  used  as  a 
meat  receiving  and  distribution  depot.  These  premises  were 
regularly  inspected  during  the  year.  Improvements  have  been 
carried  out  to  these  premises  during  the  year. 

Regular  visits  have  been  paid  to  food-preparing  premises  during 
the  year. 

UNFIT  FOOD. 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  examined  and  found  to  be  unfit 
for  human  consumption ; a quantity  of  the  food  condemned  was 
used  for  animal  feeding,  or  returned  to  the  wholesaler  for  re- 
conditioning for  manufacturing  purposes ; the  remainder  was 
destroyed.  The  following  is  a list  of  the  foodstuffs  surrendered  : — 


16 


Beef,  English 

lbs. 

296 

ozs. 

0 .... 

Bone  Taint. 

,,  Imported  .... 

201 

0 .... 

5?  ?? 

Mutton,  English  .... 

9 

0 .... 

Decomposition. 

Mince  (Beef) 

26 

0 .... 

Bovine  Head 

29 

0 .... 

Tuberculosis. 

,,  Tongue  Roots 

169 

0 .... 

Decomposition. 

„ Sweetbreads 

75 

0 .... 

5? 

„ Kidney  .... 

11 

0 .... 

Hydro-Nephrosis. 

5,  Liver 

5 

0 .... 

Fasciola  Hepatica. 

Chitterlings 

21 

0 .... 

Decomposition. 

Sausage 

29 

0 .... 

35 

Savoury  Rusk 

30 

4 .... 

33 

Pies  

7 

4 .... 

Mould  Formation. 

Sago 

46 

8 .... 

Mite  Infested. 

Vermicelli 

28 

0 .... 

Deterioration. 

Barley  Flakes 

Tinned  Goods — 

Tins 

27 

8 .... 

33 

Meats  (various)  .... 

....  52 

77 

5 

Rabbit  

....  3 

3 

0 

Fish  (various) 

....  62 

31 

9 

Mussels  

....  7 

6 

2 

Vegetables  (various) 

....  161  . 

181 

4 

Fruit  (various) 

....  36 

73 

8 

Jams  

....  6 

7 

14 

Soup  

....  10 

11 

8 

Milk  (Evaporated) 

....  221 

211 

1 

„ (Sweet) 

....  59 

46 

14 

Miscellaneous 

— 

9 

6 

Total  weight  of  foodstuffs  surrendered  : — 

14  cwt.,  3 qtrs.,  1 stone,  5 lbs.,  15  ozs. 

All  meat  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  is  returned 
to  the  Newcastle  Central  Depot  for  disposal. 

ICE  CREAM. 

No.  of  producers  4 

No.  of  premises  where  ice  cream  is  sold ....  14 

Premises  are  regularly  inspected  and  the  produce  is  sampled 
at  frequent  intervals. 
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SECTION  F. 

Prevention  and  Control  over  Infectious 
and  other  Diseases 

No  cases  of  diphtheria  and  24  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  notified 
during  the  year,  as  compared  with  5 and  47  respectively  in  1948. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

During  the  year  1949,  209  children  under  5 years  of  age  and 
15  children  between  the  ages  of  5 and  15  were  immunised  ; 13 
children  were  given  a reinforcing  or  booster  dose  of  Serum. 

No  deaths  were  attributable  to  diphtheria  during  the  year. 

OTHER  DISEASES. 

During  the  month  of  July  three  cases  of  paratyphoid  fever  “ B ” 
were  notified.  In  each  case  the  article  of  infection  was  found  to  be 
cream  cakes  purchased  from  an  agent  who  received  supplies  from 
a neighbouring  district  where  an  outbreak  of  paratyphoid  had 
occurred.  This  was  traced  to  a carrier  employed  in  a bakery. 

In  one  instance  the  case  was  removed  to  the  Sheriff  Hill 
Infectious  Diseases  Hospital.  On  investigation  it  was  found  that 
the  youth’s  mother,  brothers,  grandmother,  and  grandfather  were 
carrying  the  organisms  of  the  disease.  The  affected  persons  were 
also  isolated  in  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital.  In  the  two 
remaining  cases  which  were  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  no 
contacts  were  found  to  be  affected. 

Before  the  final  cause  was  traced,  samples  were  taken  of  the 
water  of  the  River  Tyne,  below  the  sewer  outfalls  in  the  area,  and 
these  proved  to  be  negative. 

All  patients  made  a satisfactory  recovery. 


Table  showing  the  Age  Incidence,  Deaths,  &c.,  from  Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  Year. 
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Factories  Act,  1937. 

1. — Inspections  for  Purposes  of  Provisions  as  to  Health, 
Including  Inspections  Made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Premises. 

(1) 

Number  on 
Register. 

(2) 

Inspections. 

(3) 

Number  of 

Written 

Notices. 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted. 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec- 
tions 1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

4 

4 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

65 

52 

4 

(hi)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  f 
(excluding  out-workers’ 
premises) 

1 

1 

Total 

70 

57 

4 

— 

Defects  Found. 


Number  of  Defects. 

Number 
of  defects 

Particulars. 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied. 

(3) 

Referred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector. 

(4) 

in  respect 
of  which 
prosecu- 
tions were 
instituted. 
(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.I.).  . 

3 

3 

Overcrowding  (S.2.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  T emperature 

(S.3.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  Ventilation 

(S.4.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6.)  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7.)— 

Insulflcient 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

6 

6 

1 

— 

Not  separate  for  sexes . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Offences 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

10 

10 

2 

— 

Factories  Act,  1937 — Section  34. 

One  Factory  was  examined  for  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire. 
A Certificate  was  issued  by  the  District  Council  stating  that  the 
means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  were  adequate. 
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Tuberculosis — New  Cases  and  Mortality  for  1949. 


Age  Periods 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 and  upwards 

1 

• . • . 

1 

1 

.... 

• • • • 

• . • • 

1 

• . • ♦ 

5 

3 

4 

3 

1 

.... 

.... 

.... 

15  

3 

9 

1 

• • » « 

2 

1 

.... 

25  

6 

1 

.... 

1 

3 

• • • • 

• • • • 

35  

1 

.... 

1 

2 

.... 

.... 

45  

3 

1 

.... 

.... 

5 

1 

.... 

55  

2 

.... 

.... 

2 

2 

• • • • 

65  

.... 

1 

.... 

.... 

1 

.... 

.... 

.... 

Totals  .... 

16 

19 

5 

3 

15 

4 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis — 35  notifications  were  received,  com- 
pared with  40  in  1948. 

There  were  19  deaths,  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year. 

Non-pulmonary  tuberculosis — 8 notifications  were  received, 
compared  with  6 in  1948. 

There  was  1 death,  compared  with  3 last  year. 
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APPENDIX. 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report 

Health  Department, 

Council  Buildings, 

Felling-on-Tyne. 

To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Healthy 
Sir, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending  31st 
December,  1949. 

I took  over  the  post  of  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Cleansing 
Superintendent  at  the  end  of  January,  1949,  and  was  the  sole  Inspec- 
tor until  the  appointment  of  Mr.  J,  H.  Rhodes  as  Second  Sanitary 
Inspector  during  March. 


HOUSING 

It  is  at  present  very  difficult  to  undertake  any  systematic  housing 
work.  Numerous  complaints  are  received  regarding  housing  repairs 
and  or  overcrowding. 

Eight  houses  were  represented  as  individually  unfit  during  the 
year  and  in  most  cases  in  addition  to  disrepair  and  sanitary  defects 
the  dwellings  have  been  structurally  unsafe. 

Repairs  to  dwellings  have  been  carried  out  but  work  has  been,  on 
the  whole,  confined  to  that  of  an  urgent  nature.  With  the  shortage 
of  labour  and  materials,  and  the  high  cost  of  repairs,  it  is  very  diffi- 
cult to  carry  out  works  involving  extensive  repairs. 

The  condition  of  the  dwellings  in  Dorothy,  Dora,  and  Henry 
Streets,  is  such  that  a Clearance  Area  is  the  only  suitable  method  of 
dealing  with  them  and  inspections  are  being  carried  out  with  this  end 
in  view. 

OVERCROWDING. 

The  position  with  regard  to  overcrowding  remains  very  much 
as  it  was  twelve  months  ago,  every  endeavour  is  made  when  letting 
Council  houses  to  deal  with  as  many  people  as  possible  by  two  and 
even  three  way  letting.  No  accurate  figure  can  be  given  without 
making  a survey  of  the  district,  but  it  is  fairly  safe  to  assume  that 
owing  to  marriages  of  sons  and  daughters  who  are  compelled  to  live 
in  the  house  of  their  parents,  overcrowding  still  remains  a very 
serious  problem. 
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INFESTATIONS. 

Details  of  Bug  infestations  are  given  in  another  part  of  the 
report. 


FURNITURE  BEETLES. 

It  was  observed  that  infestations  by  furniture  beetles  of  the 
Lyctus  and  Anobium  Punctatum  types  were  being  reported  in 
increasing  numbers.  A private  dwelling  requisitioned  by  the 
Council  was  found  to  be  affected  most  severely,  the  floors  and  all 
woodwork  were  taken  up,  the  affected  parts  cut  away  and  the  re- 
mainder treated  with  an  insecticide. 

After  considerable  trials,  it  was  found  that  an  insecticide  con- 
taining D.D.T.  and/or  Gammexane,  if  applied  at  various  times 
during  the  year,  was  of  help  in  the  eradication  of  the  pest,  but  results 
of  the  treatment  cannot  be  judged  over  one  year.  All  affected 
dwellings  are  to  be  visited  during  various  periods  of  the  year  and 
treated  for  at  least  three  years. 

The  use  of  a large  hypodermic  syringe  with  a long  needle  and 
injecting  the  holes,  where  these  were  not  too  numerous,  proved  of 
great  value. 

Complaints  are  received  from  time  to  time  of  heavy  beetle 
infestation.  Powders  containing  D.D.T.  and  Gammexane  are 
issued  on  request  to  the  dwellings,  and  in  serious  cases  the  dwellings 
are  treated  by  the  Health  Department. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

A Rodent  Operator,  Mr.  R.  Lumsden,  is  employed  full-time. 
On  complaint  of  rat  or  mouse  infestation  the  site  is  visited  and  the 
surrounding  area  checked,  baited  and  poisoning  is  carried  out  where 
necessary.  It  cannot  be  too  strongly  emphasised  that  a revisit  and 
test  baiting  be  carried  out  to  determine  if  the  infestation  is  com- 
pletely removed.  The  Rodent  Operator  has  done  an  excellent  job 
during  the  year. 

Seventy-three  private  dwelling  treatments  were  carried  out, 
nine  treatments  on  Local  Authority  property,  and  five  business 
premises  were  treated  during  the  year.  These  figures  are  actual 
treatments  and  do  not  include  a large  number  of  areas  which  were 
inspected  in  the  general  course  of  duty. 
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The  whole  of  the  sewers  in  the  area  are  test-baited  and  treated 
where  required  twice  a year. 

Where  a surface  infestation  is  investigated,  the  sewers  in  the 
vicinity  are  test-baited  and  where  necessary  vertical  block  control 
treatments  are  carried  out. 

It  was  observed  that  poisoning  with  Zinc  Phosphide  gave  far 
better  results  than  other  types  of  poisons.  In  several  cases  where 
Red  Squill  was  used  rats  were  found  moribund  up  to  seventy-two 
hours  after  poisoning. 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  methods  are  carried 
out  and  these  methods  have  proved  to  be  most  satisfactory. 

FOOD  PREPARING  PREMISES. 

Food  preparing  premises  have  been  regularly  inspected  during 
the  year.  The  premises  are  now  being  provided  with  the  necessary 
facilities  for  observing  strict  personal  hygiene. 

While  no  organised  lectures  or  instructions  have  been  carried 
out  to  the  trades  concerned  on  the  important  subject  of  the  clean 
handling  of  food,  considerable  time  has  been  spent  where  visits 
were  made  on  this  subject,  with  particular  reference  to  the  observ- 
ance of  hygienic  practices  among  shop  personnel.  It  is  considered 
that  more  can  be  accom.plished  by  private  visits  to  the  persons 
concerned  than  the  delivery  of  an  organised  address  on  what  is,  to 
a considerable  number  of  people,  a delicate  subject.  It  would 
appear  that  the  food  trades  in  general  are  becoming  conscious  of 
this  aspect  to  their  work,  but  without  an  advance  in  health  education 
the  increased  facilities  are  of  little  avail. 

ICE  CREAM. 

With  the  introduction  of  the  Heat  Treatment  Regulations  the 
two  largest  producers  in  the  area  have  purchased  the  necessary 
equipment  required  to  produce  a product  which  would  comply  with 
these  Regulations.  One  producer  had  no  “ teething  ” troubles  and 
was  producing  a grade  one  ice  cream,  the  second  producer  had 
considerable  difficulty  and  grade  four  samples  were  being  produced. 
The  plant  was  examined  and  certain  defects  were  found,  the  problem 
was  investigated  by  the  firm  concerned  and  by  the  end  of  the  year 
the  plant  w^as  producing  a satisfactory  ice  cream. 
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It  would  appear  that  there  is  a considerable  increase  in  the 
amount  of  ice  cream  consumed  by  the  public  and  it  may  well  be  that 
ice  cream  is  becoming  more  an  addition  to  the  diet  than  a sweetmeat 
for  children. 

There  was  a considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  retailers. 
No  doubt  this  is  due  to  the  efficiency  of  the  small  counter  type 
refrigerator  from  which  a pre-packed  article  is  sold. 

GENERAL  SANITARY  WORK. 

Housing  Act^  1936. 

Number  of  informal  notices  served 109 

Number  of  informal  notices  complied  with  106 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served 4 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  16 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  condemned  as  unfit  for 

human  habitation 8 

Public  Health  Act^  1936. 

No.  of 

Informal  Formal  Complied 

Notices  Notices  with 

Structural  defects  ..  ....  40  - 34 

Ashpits  and  privies 1 - 1 

Waterclosets  ....  ....  17  - 15 

Yard  paving ..  ....  ....  1 - 1 

Drainage  65  - 61 

Water  supply  3 - 3 

Smoke  nuisance  2 - 2 

Ash  bins  116  1 108 

Other  nuisances  113  - 100 

358  1 325 


I am.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  WEAR, 

Sanitary  Inspector, 
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